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By Alison O' Mahony.
As a part of my Environmental Studies project I have researched what common waste products should our students put into each bins. This has been brought to students attention a number of years ago but over the last few years the students of Coláiste Muire have lost a lot of their knowledge on the subject and there are not many facilities around the school which can tell them about it. ( Although some of the bins have been labelled with recycling and waste not all of them have been differentiated in this way). I thought that we could print out this information and place it over the bins to inform people to dispose of their waste in the proper fashion. I have also created a poster which will hopefully be placed on the Green Schools notice board to inform people about their waste. I feel that our main goal in this project is to inform people about what they need to recycle in school and at home. We can achieve this by (as mentioned above)
· Separating the bins and labelling them so people know the difference between recycling and general waste.
· Displaying students posters that will hopefully be eye catching enough to inform students in an effective way.
[image: C:\Users\Jenny\Pictures\2016-10-24\IMG_20161024_225451.jpg] The poster that I created for our         green schools notice board 
What do we recycle?
· Papers: Any newspaper, magazines, mail, envelopes and catalogues.

· Cardboard. 

· Metal food and drinks cans.


· Aerosols.

· Glass bottles and jars. ( Make sure you don't put in any other types of glass).

· Plastic bottles.

· Plastic food trays and yoghurt pots.


[image: Image result for metal foods and drinks cans] These are all recyclable products!


What do we not Recycle?
· Plastic bags.

· Light bulbs.

· Mirrors.

· Children's toys.

· Textiles or shoes.

· Garden waste.

· Food waste.

· Cling film. 

· Polystyrene 
[image: Image result for polystyrene]These cups can take from 500 years to   eternity to decompose!
My Research throughout our school:
From my research I have found that a small number of bins in the school have been split into recycling and general waste. Now that we know what we put in the recyclable waste bin and what we do not put in the recyclable waste bin ( i.e. we dispose of it in general waste) we need to familiarise ourselves with other items that are different to recycling and general waste that some people might be confused with how to dispose of. These items can often be composted! This is a very good way of disposing items as it can be used to regenerate nutrients in the earth therefore helping our planet! Our main goal as of now is to make people aware of recycling and once we have achieved that hopefully we can move onto improving the compost facilities in our school, but we can still inform people about this type of disposal which they could bring into action in their own homes. As of now we have compost facilities in the home economics and horticulture portions of our school but maybe in the future we will be able to expand these facilities! We can encourage people to compost at home by getting them interested in Horticulture itself! As if people are interested in this subject and are planting their own crops, they can help they plants grow up healthy by using the compost that they have accumulated at home which is rich in nutrients and is beneficial for organic crop growth!
[image: C:\Users\Jenny\Pictures\2016-10-24\IMG_20161024_161103.jpg][image: C:\Users\Jenny\Pictures\2016-10-24\IMG_20161024_161111.jpg]

These pictures from our Polytunnel show our compost facility ( right ) and items which cannot be composted ( left ) as they have an infection and therefore would not be beneficial for other plants
What do we compost?

· Vegetable peelings.

 

· Fruit waste.

· Teabags ( which many teachers use on a daily basis).

· Grass cuttings.

· Scrunched up paper.

· Small twigs.


[image: Image result for Vegetable peelings] Vegetables take no more than 5 days to one month to decompose!


	
	Conclusion:
In conclusion, you can agree that much of our schools waste is not disposed of in the best way possible. Although we can see the amazing work our Green Schools Committee does and that we have learned many things from them on the topics of litter and recycling including topics such as composting we can hopefully reach a broader spectrum of our students in a way that they will take the skills of litter and recycling management into their own house which will make a difference to our world. 
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